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In all events preserve your honour free ;

For that's your own, though not your destiny.

D. Arcos. Were you obliged in honour by a trust,
I should not think my own proposals just;
But since you fight for an unthankful king,
What loss of fame can change of parties bring?

Almanz. It will, and may with justice too be thought.
That some advantage in that change I sought,
And though I twice have changed for wrongs received.
That it was done for profit none believed.
The king's ingratitude I knew before;
So that can be no cause of changing more.
If now I stand, when no reward can be,
Twill show the fault before was not in me*

D. Arcos. Yet there is one reward to valour due,
And such it is as may be sought by you ;
That beauteous qeeen, whom you can never gain,
While you secure her husband's life and reign.

Almanz. Then be it so; let me have no return

\JHere LYNDARAXA comes near, and hean

them,

From him but hatred, and from her but scorn.
There is this comfort in a noble fate.
That I deserve to be more fortunate.
You have my last resolve; and now, farewell:
My boding heart some mischief does foretell j
But what it is, heaven will not let me know.
I'm sad to death, that I must be your foe.

D. Arcos. Heaven, when we meet, if fatal it must be
To one, spare him, and cast the lot on me.

{They retire.

Lyndar. Ah, what a noble conquest were this heart i
I am resolved Til try my utmost art:
In gaining him, I gain that fortune too,
Which he has wedded, and which I but woo.
I'll try each secret passage to his mind,
And love s soft bands about his heart-strings wind.